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GET INVOLVED **** THIS MEANS YOU 

BITS AND PIECES                  
SAGE PLAYERS     

      Once again, the SAGE Players are preparing to amaze and delight you with a new pro-

duction.  Cal Torrance and Jerry Rishe, the co-directors,  will be working with a team of 
twelve plus actors to present òTwelve Angry Jurorsó,  a politically correct version of 

òTwelve Angry Men.   The co-directors will be considering health and safety when decid-
ing whether to stage the play on Zoom or as a live performance.  Thanks in advance to 
Tirza Haviv who will be handling the technical aspects.  The co-directors plan to record 

the play, in whatever form it takes, and will provide a link to watch, or re-watch.  Itõs  
going to be that good.  Stay tuned for updates. 

ZOOM NEWS 
ZOOM UPDATES:  Zoom now has the ability to display real-time closed captioning.  Coordi-

nators can enable closed captioning for their classes and class members can adjust the 
size of the display font.   Contact AV/Zoom Chair, Tirza Haviv, for the latest. 
 

RECORDINGS:   AV/Zoom Chair, Tirza Haviv, Jerry Rishe and Ed Goldstein are exploring 
ways to record classes and events and make them available to SAGE members.   There 

are, of course, access and privacy concerns.  Those being recorded must give their per-
mission, invitation links to recordings can be emailed and/or a list of recordings can be 

made available and periodic showings can be arranged. 
 

FILM AND MUSIC CLASSES:  The purchase of a DVD media storage device for use by movie 

and music classes will greatly enhance our ability to use ShareScreen presentations, semi-
nars, guest speakers, etc.  Coordinators, contact Marcy Goldstein to learn about this new 

resource for your classes. 
 

SAGE CLASS NEWS 

THANK YOU to: 
Ray Cesmat for providing the Gilbert and Sullivan class with DVDs of all the operettas 
they studied.  The quality, sound, and captioning were wonderful. 

PITCH DAY:  The SAGE Curriculum Committee will be holding its òPitch Dayó on Friday, 
September 24 at 9:30 via ZOOM.  Members who have submitted a topic suggestion for 
SAGE classes will now have the opportunity to òpitchó their proposals to the Curriculum 
Committee before it selects classes for the upcoming term. Contact bjaddis@aol.com or 
hrterris@aol.com 

 
NEW CLASSES:  We canõt have new, interesting, diverse classes unless we hear from YOU.   
What interests you?  What would you like to learn about?  This is the perfect time to con-
sider the months ahead and how you would like to spend them.  If you have any ideas for 
an interesting class, please contact bjaddis@aol.com or hrterris@aol.com 

 



The Relentless Traveler    Rosalie Lazarus  

       
 
      What to write about? I hope after last monthõs Observations you all 
went searching for Googie architecture. This month Iõll be writing about Los Angeles  

murals. We have many, many murals of all kinds in the Los Angeles area though my grand-
children, who go to school in Philadelphia, tell me that Philly has more murals per capita 
than anywhere in the USA.  Who knew?  

 
      Years ago, I was asked by the L.A. Visitors Bureau to show a visiting guest from  
Europe around Los Angeles. He requested that I show him the many famous murals we 

have here. I had always been interested in murals so I was delighted to hear  
that L.A. is known for them. 

 
      Iõll begin by saying, that in my opinion, Mexico has the most outstanding muralists. 
The three most well-known are, of course, Diego Rivera, Jose Orozco and David  

Siqueiros. There is a famous story about Diego River. In 1934 he was commissioned to 
draw a large fresco for the lobby of Rockefeller Center to be titled òMan at the Cross-

roadsó. Unfortunately, Nelson Rockefeller spotted an image of Lenin and asked the artist 
to delete it. Rivera refused and the fresco was destroyed. 

 
      One of the best murals in L.A. is right in our own backyard. I hope you have all seen 
the history of Los Angeles on the west wall of the Tujunga Flood Control Channel in North 

Hollywood.  It was painted between 1976 and 1983. If you are wondering why Albert Ein-
stein is depicted, itõs because he taught at Cal Tech in Pasadena.  

 
      More than 400 young people worked on the half-mile-long mural alongside Chicana 

muralist Judy Baca, who co-founded SPARC (the Social and Public Art Resource Center) in 
the 1970s. The Great Wall of Los Angeles was SPARCõS first mural. The colorful creation 
stretches along Coldwater Canyon Boulevard between Oxnard Street and Burbank Boule-

vard, near Los Angeles Valley College. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       

      The site, with its accompanying park and bike trail, hosts thousands of visitors eve-

ry year, providing a vigrant and lasting tribute to the working people of California who 
have truly share the cityõs history. 

 

 Iõm sure you knowó Hollywood Jazz - 1945-1972.ó  It can be seen at Capitol Records on 
Vine St. and depicts 11 great jazz singers including Nat King Cole, Ella Fitzgerald, Billie 

Holliday, Miles Davis and Tito Puente.  The mural, commissioned by the Los Angeles Jazz 
Society, had deteriorated since its unveiling in October 1990 it was beautifully restored 

by Capitol Records in 2013.  

 

 

 



       
      If you donõt venture out of the valley, you can still see the murals on Van Nuys Blvd. 

in Pacoima. There are quite a few scattered for a mile on the boulevard. Donõt miss the 
one titled òThe Day the Music Diedó. It depicts Buddy Holly, the Big Bopper Richardson, 

Richie Valens and Roger Peterson. In the background is an Iowa corn field where their 

plane crashed. Itõs at 13433 Van Nuys Blvd. next to a hamburger joint. Itõs quite moving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       While driving east on Chandler Blvd. between Cahuenga and Vineland, I was  
delighted to see blocks of the most colorful murals. They are on the south side of the 
street in an area that had been blighted with trash. The city of North Hollywood com-

missioned artists to paint the sides of the commercial buildings and added a bikeway 
path.  Again, who knew? 
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      The pig murals at the Farmer John plant in Vernon are another of my favorites. They 
cover over a block of delightful, whimsical pigs. I was shocked to learn that the artist was 

killed after falling off the scaffolding while painting the sky in one of the murals. An unu-
sual way to meet your maker. 

      We all know about the many murals in Boyle Heights and Venice and even on Fairfax 

Ave. next to Canters, but one of my favorites (perhaps because no one I know has seen it) 
is in the garage of the Best Western at 6141 Franklin Ave. It is on a few levels and depicts 

characters from Walt Disney pictures. It also has a terrific caf®ñif itõs still open in the 
wake of the  pandemic. 

 
 
 
      Thatõs it for this month.  Enjoy your mural gazing. 
                           
                                                                                   
      Rosalie 
 

 

 


