
CARTOGRAPHY & 
WELTANSCHAUUNG

WORLDVIEW AND THE
EFFORT TO MAP THE “WHOLE WORLD”



WHERE WOULD WE BE 
WITHOUT MAPS?



OUR FASCINATION WITH MAPS

JOSEPH CONRAD (IN THE HEART OF DARKNESS):

“… WHEN I WAS A LITTLE CHAP I HAD A PASSION FOR MAPS.  I WOULD 

LOOK FOR HOURS AT SOUTH AMERICA, OR AFRICA, OR AUSTRALIA, AND 

LOSE MYSELF IN ALL THE GLORIES OF EXPLORATION.  AT THAT TIME THERE 

WERE MANY BLANK SPACES ON THE EARTH, AND WHEN I SAW ONE THAT 

LOOKED PARTICULARLY INVITING ON A MAP (BUT THEY ALL LOOK LIKE 

THAT) I WOULD PUT MY FINGER ON IT AND SAY, ‘WHEN I GROW UP I WILL 

GO THERE’.” 



THE MACRO VIEW
OUR SENSE OF THE “WHOLE” WORLD AND OUR PLACE IN IT

OUR BELIEFS, 
IDEAS AND 
INTERESTS

HOW WE 
DEPICT THE 

WORLD

REFLECTING

SHAPING



ANTIQUITY MIDDLE 
AGES

RENAISSANCE/ 
AGE OF 

DISCOVERY

MODERN 
WORLD

CHANGING WORLDVIEWS AND WORLD MAPS

POWER AND 
CENTRALITY GIVE 

WAY TO PHILOSOPHY 
AND MATHEMATICS

GEOGRAPHY AND 
SALVATION

NAVIGATION, 
EXPLORATION, 

COMMERCE AND 
EMPIRE

SPACE MEETS TERRA 
FIRMA AND EGO



BABYLONIAN CLAY 
TABLET OF THE 

“KNOWN WORLD”
7TH CENTURY BCE



HECATÆUS'S MAP (c. 500 
BCE) DESCRIBES THE EARTH 
AS A CIRCULAR PLATE WITH 
AN ENCIRCLING OCEAN AND 
GREECE IN THE CENTER OF 
THE WORLD. THIS WAS A 

VERY POPULAR 
CONTEMPORARY GREEK 
WORLDVIEW, DERIVED 
ORIGINALLY FROM THE 

HOMERIC POEMS.



19TH-CENTURY RECONSTRUCTION OF ERATOSTHENES' MAP OF THE 
GREEKS KNOWN WORLD, ~194 BCE. HE WAS FIRST TO SCIENTIFICALLY 
ESTIMATE THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF THE EARTH.



POMPONIUS MELA 
(c. 43 CE)
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BASED ON PTOLEMY’S CALCULATIONS (c. 130 C.E.)
NICOLAUS GERMANUS, 1482



CARTOGRAPHER’S “ORANGE PEEL PROBLEM”
NO FLAT MAP IS ACCURATE



A MATTER OF ORIENTATION



MUHAMMAD AL-IDRISI, 1154 –ISLAMIC ORIENTATION AND THE SACRED DIRECTION
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MAPPAMUNDI

• MEDIEVAL ACCOUNTS OF THE EARTH (WRITTEN OR DRAWN)

• A WORLD DEFINED BY CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY AND FAITH, NOT SCIENCE AND 
MATHEMATICS

• A TELEOLOGICAL VIEW OF MAN AND THE WORLD (CREATION, REDEMPTION, 
SALVATION)

• MIXING BIBLICAL, CLASSICAL, MYTHICAL AND PHANTASMAGORICAL IMAGES, 
PLACES, BEASTS AND BEINGS

• VARYING, OFTEN TANGENTIAL, RELATIONSHIP TO GEOGRAPHICAL REALITY



ISIDORE OF 
SEVILLE (c. 636)

T & O MAP
PRECURSOR OF 
MAPPAMUNDI
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THE VERCELLI MAPPAMUNDI,  c. 1200
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GARDEN OF 
EDEN

ITALY

EGYPT

NOAH’S 
ARK

DEAD 
SEA

ENGLAND

JERUSALEM
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HEREFORD MAPPAMUNDI, c. 1300

GARDEN OF 
EDEN

PILLARS OF 
HERCULES





THE CATALAN ATLAS OF 1375



KANGNIDO WORLD MAP 
1402



GREAT EARLY MODERN 
EUROPEAN MAP MADE 
AROUND 1450 BY THE 
VENETIAN MONK FRA 
MAURO. IT IS A CIRCULAR 
WORLD MAP ABOUT 
TWO METERS IN 
DIAMETER

S

N

WE



NASA COMPARED FRA MAURO’S MAP TO A SATELLITE IMAGE. FOUND THE 
RESULT "STUNNING”—GIVEN THE METHODS AVAILABLE AT THE TIME.



WALDSEEMÜLLER WORLD MAP, 1507



WALDSEEMÜLLER GLOBE GORES



MERCATOR PROJECTION AND MAP, 1569











MERCATUR’S 
MAP AND 

PUBLIC 
“IMMAPPACY”





WORLD POPULATION AND ARROWS SHOWING HOW/WHEN HUMANS SPREAD.





GETTING AWAY FROM PEOPLE.  LARGER THE AREA, GREATER AVERAGE DISTANCE BETWEEN PEOPLE—GROWING WITH 
URBANIZATION
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